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medical researchersThe audio recording in the
video was taken during a press conference on Feb.
28. It follows a Feb. 26 conference between Barack
Obama and Panetta. The Senate today voted to end
U.S. involvement in the war on drugs in the next
five years. The amendment, spearheaded by Sen.
Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) and Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-
Ala.), failed but came within eight votes of passing.
“This is a historic moment. It is a moment for
generational change,” said Rep. John Conyers (D-
Mich.) “We are saying no to a war on our young,
our families, our homes, our communities and our
communities. We are saying no to a war on life.” In
response, House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio)
said, “I’m proud to say that the House will not be
moving a Durbin amendment.” The Durbin
amendment would have ended the funding for U.S.
involvement in the war on drugs and reduced
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funding for the DEA. It did not pass, but some
Republicans and Democrats said there was
agreement that the war should be ended. “It’s time
to transition to a policy that is much more drug
control-oriented,” said Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.)
before the vote. “Instead of a war, we want a war
on drug-related violence, on drug-related crime.”
Obama said the drug war has not worked, but that
the U.S. was “not going to go back to a world
where drugs are sold in street markets; where
children are trafficked in rural areas; where drug
money goes to fund militias and terrorism. We are
not going to go back to that world.” “We can take
the money from the drug war,” said Conyers, “and
put that money into programs that rehabilitate
people who have an addiction problem.” At the
event, Obama said he would support “all of the
reforms that are needed to ensure the DEA goes
back to being a law enforcement agency and not a
law enforcement agency with teeth.” Rep. Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.), who chairs the House
Democratic Caucus, also said the 2d92ce491b
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